
**To view the footnote references please click on the icon to the left that looks like a piece of paper with a ribbon on it.  Guidelines 

 

1 
 THECB 06/2009 

Coordinating Board and State Board for Educator Certification Requirements for 

Approval of New or Revised Undergraduate Degree Programs Leading to Teacher 

Certification In Texas (EC-6, 4-8, 8-12, EC-12 Programs) 

Note: TEC 61.0514 requires the THECB “with the cooperation and advice of the State Board for Educator Certification, shall adopt educator preparation coursework 

guidelines that promote, to the greatest extent practicable, the integration of subject matter knowledge with classroom teaching strategies and techniques in order to 

maximize the effectiveness and efficiency of coursework required for certification…” This document seeks to implement that directive. 

 Coordinating Board Requirements SBEC Guidelines 

I. General 
Requirements 

1. All degree programs leading to certification must have the quality and integrity of other 
undergraduate programs offered in other areas of the university, including an appropriate 
number of courses at the upper-division level. 
 

2. All degree programs must have the following characteristics: 
a) No more than 120 semester credit hours (SCHs) of coursework

1
; 

b) 42-48 SCHs of core curriculum courses
2
; 

c) 18 SCHs of education coursework
3
 (24 SCHs if field based

4
), including student 

teaching, beyond those allowable within an interdisciplinary academic major (see 
Page 3 for Classification of Education Courses versus Academic Subject Area 
Courses); and  

d) Either an academic discipline major or an interdisciplinary academic major.
5
 

SBEC encourages educator preparation coursework 
that, to the greatest extent possible, integrates the 
subject matter knowledge with classroom teaching 
strategies and techniques in order to maximize the 
effectiveness and efficiency of coursework required for 
certification. 

II.  Reading 
Requirements 

The Coordinating Board endorsed minimum standards of at least 6 SCHs of upper-division 
coursework in Reading for EC-6 and 4-8 Programs

6 
and/or 3 SCHs of similar coursework for 8-12 

and EC-12 Programs.
7 

All degree programs must include a sufficient amount 
of Reading content in order to meet certification 
standards recently adopted by the State Board of 
Educator Certification. 
 
The SCHs specified by the SBEC rule in TAC Chapter 
230, Professional Educator Preparation and 
Certification, Subchapter G, Certification Requirements 
for Classroom Teachers, currently only “guidelines,” 
will be amended to reflect a standards based 
certification system. 

III. Mathematics 
and Science 
Requirements 

1. In addition to the 3 SCHs of Mathematics and 6 SCHs of Science required by the state’s core 
curriculum guidelines

8
, degree programs leading to EC-6 and/or 4-8 certification must 

include another 6-9 SCHs of coursework in Mathematics and another 6-9 SCHs of 
coursework in Science (Physical Science, Life Science, or a combination of the two).

9
 

  
2. 8-12 and EC-12 Programs: Mathematics and Science requirements beyond the core 

curriculum are not applicable to 8-12 or EC-12 Programs. 

Coursework in Mathematics and Science should be 
aligned with the standards of those areas within the 
Generalist curriculum for the appropriate level. 
 
Specific content area certificates at the 4-8 and 8-12 
levels also should have content aligned with the 
appropriate standards for the specialty area; e.g., 
Mathematics, Physical Science. 
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IV. Major 
Requirements 

Students pursuing teacher certification in Texas must complete a degree with an academic 
major. To meet this requirement, students must select either (a) or (b): 

a) Academic Discipline Major; e.g., Mathematics, Biology, English 
b) Interdisciplinary Academic Major: All degree programs with an interdisciplinary 

academic major must follow one of the following formats: 
i. A minimum of 48 SCHs in an interdisciplinary academic major, at least 21 SCHs of 

which are upper division (no education courses)
10

; or 
ii. A minimum of 30 SCHs in academic subject area courses made up of a 

combination of any three of the following academic areas: Fine Arts, 
Mathematics, Language Arts, Reading, Science, Social Studies; AND 18 SCHs 
from one of the following delivery systems/specializations: Early Childhood 
Education, Special Education, Bilingual Education, English as a Second Language, 
Reading.

11
 

 
Note: Education courses may not be counted toward the 30 SCHs of content courses, except in 
Reading, and then no more than 6 SCHs. If Reading is elected as one of the three academic 
areas, Reading may not be elected as one of the delivery systems/specializations, and vice 
versa. 

The content of these majors should be 
aligned/designed to include the knowledge and skills 
specified in the standards adopted by SBEC for the 
corresponding academic area(s). 

V.  Authority 
1
   Policy adopted by the Coordinating Board in 1988 that allowed 139 SCH has been 

superceded by TEC §61.0515 that limits degrees to 120 SCHs unless the institution determines 
that there is a “compelling academic reason” to require additional SCHs. 
2
   Texas Education Code (T.E.C.), Subtitle B, §61.051(g); Texas Administrative Code (T.A.C.), 

Title  19, Part 1, Rule §5.402(a)   
3   

T.E.C., Subtitle D, §21.050(b) 
4    

Memorandum of October 27, 1994 from Kenneth H. Ashworth, Commissioner of Higher  
Education, and Lionel R. Meno, Commissioner of Education, to all Texas public universities 
regarding teacher education. 

5
   T.E.C., Subtitle D, §21.050(a). 

6   
Approved by the Coordinating Board on January 17, 1997. 

7   
Approved by the Coordinating Board on January 17, 1997. 

8
   T.A.C., Title 19, Part 1, Rule §5.402(e), Chart 1. 

9 
  Requirements adopted by the Coordinating Board on January 17, 1997. 

10  
Guidelines for Implementation of S.B. 994 adopted by the Coordinating Board on December 
4, 1987. 

11  
Guidelines for Implementation of S.B. 994 adopted by the Coordinating Board on December 
4, 1987. 

See attached list of new standards and certificates 
approved by SBEC as well as the attached example of 
English Language Arts and Reading 8-12 Standards. 
For updates on additional standards approved by 
SBEC, consult their website at 
http://www.sbec.state.tx.us 
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Classification of Education Courses Versus Academic Subject Area Courses 

 

For the purpose of determining whether a curriculum meets legal and Coordinating Board limits on the number of allowable semester credit hours of 

education courses in a degree program leading to teacher certification, the Coordinating Board uses a modified version of the U.S. Department of Education’s 

Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) system to classify the disciplinary nature of the courses in the program. Under the CIP system, the course content 

(not its subject prefix) is used to determine the classification of the course. 

1) A course that includes as its primary content education topics such as teaching strategies, models of instruction, curriculum development, assessment, 

or classroom management is considered an education course. 

 

Examples: 

 

 MUSIC 1312- Teaching Music to Elementary Students. The course content is focused on how to plan and organize music instruction for 

young children. This course will be considered an education course. 

 ECE 1312- Introduction to Child Development. The course content is focused on the motor, language, cognitive, social, and emotional 

development of young children from birth to age 8. This course would be considered an academic subject area course. 

 SPED 1312- Instructional Design for Students with Disabilities. The course content is focused on the methods for designing and 

implementing instruction for students with exceptionalities. This course would be considered an education course. 

 SPED 1313- Survey of Exceptionalities. This course content is focused on the types, characteristics, and causes of various exceptionalities and 

the identification of state and federal laws relating to this population. This course would be considered an academic subject area course. 

 

2) When a course “blends” academic subject matter and pedagogy, it is the focus of the course that determines its classification. If the course 

content focuses primarily on education topics such as curriculum and teaching, rather than on the academic content, it is an education course. 

Conversely, if the course content focuses primarily on academic content, it is an academic subject area course. 

 

Examples: 

 MATH 1312- Teaching Geometric Principals to Middle School Students. The course content is focused primarily on teaching geometric 

principles. The course is taught by an education professor and includes some basic course content on geometry. This course would be 

considered an education course. 
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 MATH 1312- Understanding Geometric Principals.  The course content is focused primarily on understanding geometric principles. The 

course is taught by a mathematics professor and includes some basic course content on developing course curriculum. This course would be 

considered an academic subject area course. 
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